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United States Government counterterrorism engagement with Bahraini authorities is close and 
productive, and the United States and Bahrain share a common interest in maintaining stability and 
security in the Gulf. In view of threats throughout the region, the security of Embassy personnel 
and their families and of the American citizen community is an important Mission priority. The 
Ministry of Interior provides essential security support to the U.S. diplomatic and military presence 
in Bahrain. It relies heavily on training and equipment support from the Department's 
Antiterrorism Assistance (ATA) Program to continue developing Bahrain's ability to respond to 
terrorist incidents, and to fund advanced training for the Government of Bahrain (GOB)'s crisis 
response team (CRT) and explosive ordinance disposal (EOD) teams. ATA training and equipment 
grants established the CRT in 2005 and the EOD team in 2006. Both teams are critical to Bahrain's 
internal security and GOB security support for the U.S. Navy's Fifth Fleet headquarters, and require 
the advanced training to ensure their readiness to counter future terrorist threats. 



Peace and Security 

Developing the Ministry of Interior's counterterrorism capabilities is critical to the overall U.S. 
mission in Bahrain, and directly benefits the security of both U.S. diplomatic and military personnel. 
The Department of State's ATA program provides essential training and equipment to the Ministry 
of Interior. In the past year, ATA has: 

• Provided a Tactical Commander's Course to 24 Ministry of Interior officers 

• Trained another 24 Ministry of Interior officers in surveillance detection techniques 



Programs discussed in this publication are funded through the Department of State. The U.S. Agency for International 
Development does not currently provide direct assistance to Bahrain. 
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Highlights by Program Objective 



• Provided training in computer forensics for eight officers in the Cyber Crime Unit, which 
enabled security forces better to exploit electronic evidence stored in the computers and disk 
drives of terrorism suspects 

• Enhanced the capabilities of the Special Operations Group Canine Unit through the Canine 
Instructors Course. With the transfer of customs enforcement authority from the Ministry 
of Finance to the Ministry of Interior, and with the opening of a fourth major port of entry 
at Mina Khalifa, the mission of the Canine Unit in detecting drugs and weapons is 
expanding. This ATA-sponsored course provided Bahrain with the ability to train Canine 
Unit personnel and animals on its own. 
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